**Specification Table**TableSubject area*Economics*More specific subject area*Macroeconomics*Type of data*Excel spreadsheet*How data was acquired*Collected from original sources as described in*[@bib1]Data format*Raw, filtered, and analyzed*Experimental factors*Collected from public sources*Experimental features*Characteristics of financial policies*Data source location*n/a*Data accessibility*Data is within this article*

**Value of the data**•Allows replicability of key results in [http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jfs.2016.08.007](http://www.dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jfs.2016.08.007){#ir0010}.•Points scholars in the direction of key sources of macroprudential policies.•Promote additional data collection and extensions.

1. Data {#s0005}
=======

The data were collected between mid-2014 and early 2015, primarily from central banks and the Financial Stability Board. The data quantify key features that constitute a macroprudential strategy intended to prevent financial instability. The data represent a mixture of quantitative and qualitative data at the source. For example, the number of macroprudential instruments is quantitative information as is the distance in time from FSB/G20 recommendations; authority to implement macroprudential policy is a dummy variable that is based on written information about the central bank׳s authority to implement such policies.

2. Experimental design, materials and methods {#s0010}
=============================================

The data were created by assigning numerical codes to characteristics described in <http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jfs.2016.08.007> [@bib1]. These characteristics are aggregated into an index that described macroprudential policies for 49 economies around the globe.
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Transparency data associated with this article can be found in the online version at [http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.dib.2016.11.012](http://doi:10.1016/j.dib.2016.11.012){#ir0020}.

Supplementary data associated with this article can be found in the online version at [http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.dib.2016.11.012](http://doi:10.1016/j.dib.2016.11.012){#ir0025}.
